News for an Abundant Life 'E!LH RIST

From the Pastor
Our Beautiful Worship Heritage

Earlier this month, | was asked by a group of non-
denominational pastors to share with them the
riches of the way we worship at our Holy Cross—the
structure and meaning of the Western liturgy.

Lutherans put a particular “spin” on that order of
worship, but when people visit us from Anglican, Presbyterian, or even
Catholic backgrounds, what they mostly say to me is, “This isn’t much
different from what I’'m used to.”

The pastors who asked me to share our worship life with them felt
exactly the opposite. While their churches used a lot of the same
contemporary worship that our congregation enjoys when the band
plays, the structure of their worship lacks the Biblical depth and
dramatic flow of the historic Western liturgy. One of the most powerful
testimonies | ever heard given was of a professor of Bible at a Baptist
seminary who shifted into a liturgical Christian tradition after finally
visiting a worship service of the people that he was taught when
growing up were the “spiritually dead Christians.”

“l couldn’t believe it,” he said. “Most of the words were Bible quotes
and all of the worship actions were from the Book of Revelations.” Of
course, most of us who have the privilege of worshiping in this way
every week never learned what was obvious to that professor at first
sight; the logic and Biblical nature of our worship.

So, it is time for us to grow in that way. For the next several months,
a regular newsletter feature will be titled What and Why? Each month
| will give a short explanation of one part of our worship service, where
it comes from in the Bible, and why it is used in the way it is within our
worship to shape our faith Biblically.

If you have been a Christian for more than a week, you know that

our feelings about our faith come and go. The liturgy j

is meant to shape us when feelings fail, and help us
be faithful to God at all times.
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Saint of the Month: St. Anthony of Padua

Like St. Paul, Lutherans refer to all those in Christ as “saints,” and we look to the great ones as role models in the faith.

This month we are remembering St. Anthony of Padua on Saturday, June 13th.
He was born in 1195, in Lisbon, Portugal, and named Fernando Martin de Bulhom. He
was also known as the “Hammer of the Heretics,” and the “Wonder Worker,”. At age
fifteen, he joined the Abbey of Santa Cruz in Coimbra, where he learned theology and
Latin. He later joined the newly settled Franciscan Order hermitage, dedicated to Saint
Anthony of Egypt. This was when he changed his name to Anthony.
»  St. Anthony became known for his preaching, and traveled

throughout Italy.
: He preached against the Cathars and heretical Albigensians.
‘Q Once, he tried to preach the Gospel to the heretics, but they refused
to listen. Instead, he went outside and told his message to the fish.
After seeing the fish gather to hear St. Anthony preach, the other men decided to listen, too. He
also reformed the city of Padua, abolishing the debtor’s prison and aiding the poor. In 1231, he
suffered from exhaustion and dropsy, then collapsed and died on June 13th, 1231.

St. Anthony was known for many miracles, which is why he is called the “Wonder Worker,”. These miracles
include when he preached in the rain, but the people remained dry, and when he raised a man from the dead to be
a witness in a murder case. He is also a Doctor of the Church.

As we read this, let us remember Hebrews 11:6, “And without faith it is impossible to please him, for
whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.”

By Melissa Misiti

One of the favorite quotes | learned from a fellow

WW m W@? pastor who had been a basketball player. His high school

coach had always said, “Practice does NOT make perfect.

“Practice Makes Permanent” Practice makes PERMANENT. Only perfect practice
makes perfect.”

Perfect practice? Pretty high standard. No, impossible standard. But when it comes to our faith,
we want to become perfect. “Be ye perfect as your Father in heaven is perfect,” said Jesus. (Matt
5:48) How are we supposed to do that?

With perfect practice of course. That is why the people of God developed the liturgy; they wanted to practice as
perfectly as possible.

The saying they used to guide them in this endeavor was Lex Orandi, Lex Credendi, which means “the rule of
prayer is the rule of faith.” By carefully crafting Biblical prayers that would be repeated week after week, they sought
to make permanent in their hearts and minds the Biblical truths of our faith.

EPPER ROOM

June Lessons
® June 7, 2026 ~ 2" Sunday after Pentecost
Hosea 5:15-6:6; Psalm 119:65-72; Romans 4:13-25; Matthew 9:9-13 U pper .

e June 14, 2026 ~ 3@ Sunday after Pentecost Room
Exodus 19:2-8a; Psalm 100:1-5; Romans 5:6-15; Matthew 9:35-10:8, 9-20

® June 21, 2026 ~ 4™ Sunday after Pentecost | y
Jeremiah 20:7-13; Psalm 91:1-10; 11-16; Romans 6:12-23; Matthew 10:5a-21-33 ® Copies of the May - June
Upper Room daily devotionals
e June 28, 2026 ~ 5™ Sunday after Pentecost are available in the Narthex.
Jeremiah 28:5-9; Psalm 119:153-160; Romans 7:1-13; Matthew 10:34-42




Church Family News

June 7 Spiritual Growth & Property
Junel4 Emergency Response Team
June 21 Prayer Shawl & Spiritual Care Team
June 28 Church Council

We are always looking for Social Hour Hosts!
If YOU, your FAMILY or GROUP would like to host Social Hour,
please contact the church office to schedule a date!

Rosella Misiti; David Breinig; Jeff Rowohlt; Nicole Warmkessel; Lou Coxe; Kelly

Kurz; Kevin Martin Ill; Jamie Hahn; Benjamin Vituszynski; Gerald Bartholomew;

Coleen Johnson; Lisa Amy; Elizabeth Jenkins;, Deborah Letterhouse; Jennifer
Vandegrift; Terry Johnson; Kathleen Grube Karen Bachman; lain Jenkins; Anthony Bulawa; Sammantha
Martin; George Mathews Jr.; Sandra Trach; Dennis Klipple; Linda Rissmiller; i .
Adrienne Barnowski; Rebekah Livermore; Avery Yazujian; Avery Ingenito; Jeremy I-W_J‘ - f{n-w
Trach; Anna Bechtoldt; Michelle Stevenson; Bryce Arfanella; Kalli Brink; Duane .
Stevenson Jr.; Jack Scuderi; Darcy Murphy; Benjamin Gostony; Gerard Marotta; Ethan Trach; Keith
Johnsen; Stephen Rissmiller; Amanda Leindecker; Hallie Godiska; Fred Bechtoldt; Reid Scuderi; JoAnn
Werkeiser; Jillian Skurjunis; & Alivia Demyan!

U‘%/lr Birthdays & Anniversaries

Kevin & Tammy Martin Sr.; Gerald & Victoria Knauss Sr.; Jody & Danielle Brearman;
Brendon & Leah Wisser; Heidi & Andrew Cohen; Deborah & Paul Durnin; Marcellus

: *HﬂPPq | & Anita Trach; Brian & Tama Minnich; Bill & Caroline Hoy; Ronald & Renee Madea;
Trisha & Tyson Norton; Karl & Catherine DeBoeser; Phillip & Judy Odenwelder; Brett
& Lisa Jenkins; Adrian & Emily Esquivia; William & Carolyn Metzgar; David & Jennifer
Vandegrift!

Junﬂ 15t—Auguat 31st
One worship service at 9:15am on Sundays

: JOINUS! -~ -
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YOU DID THIS

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES!

Kalli Brink, daughter of Guy and Barbara Brink, graduated from the Classical Christian
Co-op of Nazareth. Kalli will be attending Penn State and plans to study pediatric
anesthesiology.

Scarlett Cohen, daughter of Heidi and Andrew Cohen, graduated with a Bachelor of
Science in Chemistry from Gove City College. Scarlett is currently job searching in the
Chemistry field.

Brandon Mazzie, grandson of Joe and Gloria Mazzie, graduated from Virginia Tech
University with a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering.

Elizabeth Misiti, daughter of Bill and Lisa Misiti, graduated from the Classical Christian
Co-op of Nazareth. Elizabeth plans to find a job that focuses on her artistic abilities and her
passion for creating. She will also be looking for more ways to serve her community.

Ryan Rissmiller, son of Stephen and Jennifer Rissmiller, graduated with honors from
Moravian University with a Bachelor of Arts degree in History and a minor in Political
Science.

May the Lord bless your lives with goodness,
help you use your gifts wisely,
pursue your dreams boldly,
and guide you to a future of faith, hope, and love.

Council Meeting Highlights

e Summer Schedule for church services
e \/BS
e Qutdoor service and picnic - August 16, 2026.




nHoly Cross
Lutheran

July 20-24, 2026
6-8 pm

s

VBS Registration

Life is a series of choices...

Make sure your children
know how to

make good ones!

Register b|¥ Scannlng the
code!

Volunteers needed. Clearances are needed for all volunteers.
Please see below for more information and instructions.

In the state of Pennsylvania, Background Checks are required every 60 months for all volunteers 18 years of age and
older who have direct contact with children.

Volunteer clearances required in the state of PA are:

. PA Child Abuse History Clearance at: https://www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis/public/home (You will need to
create an individual account; there is no charge for volunteers).

. PA State Police Criminal History Clearance: https://epatch.pa.gov/home (There is no charge for volunteers).
. Federal Criminal History check (fingerprinting) - If you have lived outside of the state of PA in the last 10

years. https://www.dhs.pa.gov/KeepKidsSafe/Clearances/Pages/FBI-Fingerprinting.aspx

Volunteers who have resided in PA continuously for the last 10 years are not required to complete the Federal
Criminal History Records/FBI check, however, you are required to sign and submit the following form 6344.2
to the church (copy attached): https://www.dhs.pa.gov/KeepKidsSafe/Resources/Documents/
Disclosure%20Statement%20for%20Volunteers.pdf

If you already possess the required clearances, dated within the last 60 months, please forward copies to the Church
Office. If not, please go online and order the required clearances indicated above. Please note, copies of ALL current
clearances need to be on file in the Church Office before volunteering within the church can begin.

For more information regarding clearances in the state of PA, visit https://www.dhs.pa.gov/KeepKidsSafe/
Clearances/Pages/default.aspx




| lN N JUI4,.2026
A CHRISTMAS
CRAFT WORKSHOP

Four years ago, in July of 2022, a few of us
“crafters” got together, planned and hosted a
Christmas in July workshop. Pictured are a few
examples of the beautiful keepsake booklets that we
made to give to our shut-ins. Each one was “one of a
kind” and included carols, stories, Scripture, and
holiday puzzles. They were so well received that we
thought we would give it a g0 again this year.

At the workshop, you will be given a template, and
you will “scrapbook” each page, using pieces of
paper, ribbon, greeting card cut outs, stickers, and
a variety of other embellishments. There is no cost
to you. Materials will be provided and we'll give
you lots of art tips to make a charming keepsake .
But here’s the catch: the booklet that you make
will be given to a shut-in. If you want one for
yourself, you will have to make a second one.

| Please join us. It will be happening in the large }
f youth room, following the 9:15 service, on June

§ 14, 2026. Plan on spending a couple of hours. ’
¥ Please sign up by June 7, 2026, which will provide }
b enough time to gather all the “stuff” that we need. §

<l

o) See or call Kate Grube if you O\ > eo
need more info 610.972.2219 Q9 B




YARD SALE

BASKET RAFFLE & BAKE SALE

SATURDAY, JUNE 27
8AM-1PM Holy Cross Lutheran Church

Donations welcome ONE week before the sale.
Drop off items beginning Sunday, June 21 after services
and during regular church office hours:

MON & TUES: 9am-1pm
THURS: 1-6pm
Last drop off day is Friday June 26, NO LATER THAN 3:00PM.

NO CLOTHING OR LARGE FURNITURE ACCEPTED.

Donations are requested for the Basket Raffle.
If you are able to donate a basket and/or ask a local merchant for a
basket or gift card, it would be appreciated.
You can create whatever basket you would like with new items.

If you are able to bake for the Bake Sale, it would be appreciated.
There will be a sign-up sheet in the Narthex. Bake sale items can be
delivered Friday or Saturday morning.

TELL YOUR FRIENDS & NEIGHBORS ABOUT OUR EVENT!




Adding Our Church App and

Accessing the Online

A Lutheran Directory

To use Holy Cross’s app and online directory, there are just a few easy steps to take:

1) Download the Church Connect app from your device’s app store by
scanning the QR code to the right. If prompted for a church code, enter E.
the code 4KRZE9.

2) Create a login for yourself. If possible, use the email address you have
registered with the office at Holy Cross.

3) Once you have turned on the app, you will see a screen similar to the Eh.-
one you see to the left below.

4) Click on the person icon to the upper right of the screen. And you will be taken to
the next screen, where you will login in using your newly-created login.

5) After logging in, you will see the third screen. If you do not see the Directory option
in the menu, you need to be approved as a member by the church office. Simply
send a quick email to secretary@holycrossnazareth.org, and access will be granted
to you, usually within two business days. Please note that only accounts designated
as member have directory access.

6) Once you have access to the directory, you can control what information others see
about you as well as update your personal and family pictures whenever you want!
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HOLY CROSS FELLOWSHIP
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JUNE 2026

JUNE COMMUNITY CONNECT: FU N!

' | : ; PICNIC & HIKE AT JACOBSBURG PARK
icni Ik along Henry's
Picnic at 12 noon followed by a wa
Woods trail, taking in the beauty of Heml.a-cks and
White Oaks, watching for birds, butt_erfhes. and
SATURDAY wildflowers and including a stop at the river.

12 - 3PM Register. tinyurl.cam;‘HCFJacubsburg

QUESTIONS? OR Contact: Amy Riger
NEED MORE INFO? 973-479-8532
holycrossnazarethfellowship@gmail.com

Pastor
Brett
will be
on
vacation
June 8-14
In the event of an
emergency, please call

the church office: Outdoor Worship Service
610-759-7363 and Church Picnic
August 16, 2026 | 9:15AM




News to Use

Sunday Life

Summer Schedule

June 7, 2026 ~ 2" Sunday after Pentecost
Musician
Usher/Greeters (2)

Lay Reader

Tech Ministry

Communion Assistants
(Around the Altar - 3 people)

Social Hour Host
Flowers Donated by

;;:_: June 14, 2026 ~ 3™ Sunday after Pentecost
~ Musician
Usher/Greeters (2)

Lay Reader

Tech Ministry

Communion Assistants
(Intinction - 2 people)

Social Hour Host

Flowers Donated by

June 21, 2026 ~ 4*" Sunday after Pentecost

Musician
Usher/Greeters (2)

Lay Reader

Tech Ministry
Communion Assistants
(Intinction - 2 people)
Social Hour Host
Flowers Donated by

June 28, 2026 ~ 5" Sunday after Pentecost
Musician
Usher/Greeters (2)

Lay Reader

Tech Ministry
Communion Assistants
(Intinction - 2 people)
Social Hour Host
Flowers Donated by

Thank You to All Who Serve!

9:15am Service
Ben Watson
John Abbott
Megan Abbot
Fred Bechtoldt
Alyssa Young
Jamie Hahn
Pam Berlew
Rich Siegfried
Spiritual Growth & Property
Carol Ann Coxe
Diane Breinig
9:15am Service
Ben Watson
Vicky Gaugler
Alice Sterner
Heidi Sweetser-Cohen
Delilah Cohen
Diane Dickison
Jesse Way
Emergency Response Team
Sponsorship Available
Sponsorship Available
9:15am Service
Band
Tom Kneisly
Jodi Kneisly
Barbara Lynn-Sarley
Mathew Pinguelo
Barbara Lynn-Sarley
Anita Zaso
Prayer Shawl! & Spiritual Care Team
Karl & Catherine DeBoeser
Ruth Ann & Rich Siegfried
9:15am Service
Karl DeBoeser
DJ Drosnock
Mary Ann Drosnock
Mary Ann Drosnock
Mary J. Drosnock
Violet McCandless
Joyce Macdonald
Church Council
Sponsorship Available
Sponsorship Available

To our Flower Sponsors: Two sponsors are sought for each Sunday of the year at a cost of $25 per sponsorship. Please consider sponsoring Altar Flowers
in memory of someone or in honor of a special occasion. See the binder in the Narthex, or contact the Church Office to sponsor fresh flowers. Payment
can be submitted in a Designated Gift Envelope and checks can be made out to: Holy Cross Lutheran Church.

Sponsors can pick up their flowers by the Monday after their sponsorship date.
Any flowers left after Monday will be used for sick & shut-in visits.




COMPLETE Church Council Minutes are
posted on the bulletin board in the Narthex.
Attachments are filed in the church office with
the originals.
*The meeting minutes summarized here are
pending Council approval at next month’s
meeting.*

Meeting HIGHLIGHTS for May 13, 2026

Ten members present.
Absent: Tom Riger
GUESTS: Pastor Jenkins

Review of Reports:

Secretary’s Report - The PA State Sales Tax
Exemption for the church expires in December of 2026.
Treasurer’s Report - Category Overview provided,
month by month.

Pastor’s Report - The final session of Matt Kay’'s
workshop on Life-to-Life Evangelism will be scheduled
for a Sunday in July, following worship. The first
organizational/training meeting of the congregational
elders was held April 30™". | am extremely excited about
working with them to develop a ministry that will serve
the life of this congregation for years to come. They in
turn seem excited about the ministry and are already
beginning to develop a vision for how this can serve the
broader ministries of Holy Cross. We infrequently get
requests for me to perform non-member funerary
services. In order that we should not become known as
“the cheap church” to contact for this sort of ministry, |
have consulted with John Simons, and am asking that
honorariums for such services be according to his
schedule: $175 for cemetery committal only, $250 for
funeral home service only, $300 for both.

Committee Reports:

Christian Education: See hard copy of minutes.
Fellowship: See hard copy of minutes.
Property: The smaller water heater was leaking and
was deemed faulty. In lieu of replacing, we re-piped
the larger tank. The church currently has a single water
heater. Aerators in the small bathrooms were replaced
as a result of the change and sediment entering the
lines. The heater in the fellowship hall was faulty. After
review it was found that the power was incorrect.
Changes were made, and the equipment is operating as
intended. We are reconsidering a HVAC service
Agreement. Also  consider pest control.
Social Ministry: Plants and treats were delivered to
shut in members on Palm Sunday and the week after.
Members receiving the gifts were extremely grateful.
On April 16, 2026, Social Ministry visited Gracedale
with Jello treats. The next visit is scheduled for May 14.

Spiritual Care Team: Per Barb Sarley: The team
members continue to send thinking of you cards,
sympathy cards, and birthday cards. Barbara
continues to do Home Communion.
Women of Abundance: See hard copy of minutes.
Other Committee Reports: CCCN: 7 graduates on
Tuesday, May 12, represents the largest graduating
class. Planning on starting 9-1-26. Approximately
72 kids signed up for next year. Approximately 20
people helped with a property cleanup.

New Business: T-Shirts or sweatshirts. Designs
presented to the Council for approval. Christian Ed
to poll the congregation. Council made a
recommendation. Pastor suggested splitting the
special gift envelope to World Hunger for % a year
and some other organization for the other half of
the year. Council agreed to classify the envelope as
Local Mission. Council to come up with a list of
missions to donate to. Council agreed to continue to
utilize the weed and leaf control team for the
outdoor maintenance of the church grounds. Laura
to put out a sign up sheet. Sunday School's last day
is this Sunday May 17, 2025. This summer we will be
going back to one service starting at 9:15. This will
be from June 7 thru August 30. Two services will
begin on September 6, 2026. We are currently
soliciting prices for HVAC service agreements.
Burkholder has provided a price in the amount of
$4,140.00. They will clean all units twice a year,
replace fan belts, and replace filters. We received a
quote from Tri-Works $3400.00. Motion made by
Rich S Second by Tim K to accept Tri-Works. No
opposed, Andy abstaining. Motion carried.
The next regular meeting is scheduled for
Wednesday, June 10, 2026 at 7:00 p.m.

Financial Stewardship
Offerings received during the month of May as
of 5/26/2026 totaled $18,122.90

Thank you for your generous
support of Holy Cross!

received donations totaling

\ $121,174.55
}1_ toward our goal of $500,000.00.
. Thank you for your generosity!

REMINDER: When making donations to the church,
a separate check is needed for the Capital
Campaign, made out to: Holy Cross Lutheran

Church. Thank you!

‘\ As of May 26th, we have

11
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Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church (NALC)

MISSION STATEMENT
The Mission of Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church (NALC) is to respond to the

Love of God shown most fully to us in the great gift of his Son Jesus Christ.
We engage in five ministry areas — WORSHIP, WITNESS, LEARNING, SERVICE,
and SUPPORT - to boldly confess Christ as our Lord and Savior.

Our Staff 2026 Church Council
Pastor: Rev. Brett Jenkins, STS AJ Arfanel 717.903.0521
anella - -
Pastor@holycrossnazareth.org Lynne Auger 484-634-1347
Office Hours by appointment Lois lasiello 484-761-4589
Tom Kneisly 570-840-7481
Deacon: Michael Grube Tim Kryman 908-727-3932
Gerald Lewis 610-657-3961
; ; . Kevin Martin 570-236-5202
Director of Worship Arts: Karl DeBoeser Manuel Pinguelo  610-818-7415
. . . Th Ri 201-841-9146
Traditional Music Worship Leader: Ben Watson Ric?hrgfds Sigg‘:ied 610-360-5949
Andrew Zaso 570-424-5651
Sexton: Kerry Livermore
Treasurer: Lois lasiello e e e e e e i i e e
Church Secretary: Laura Longley 2026 Con_gregatlonal
Secretary@holycrossnazareth.org Officers
Office Hours: M/T/F ~ 9 a.m-1 p.m; Th ~ 1-6 p.m. President ~ Jerry Lewis
OFFICE IS CLOSED ON WEDNESDAYS Vice President ~ Andy Zaso

Secretary ~ AJ Arfanella
Treasurer ~ Lois lasiello

Our Church SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church
696 Johnson Road

Nazareth. PA  18064-8828 Sundays with Holy Communion:
Phone ~ 610-759-7363 9:15 am ~ Relaxed WOFShip
Fax ~ 610-759-3431
Website ~ holycrossnazareth.org Tuesdays at 12:15pm

Lunchtime Prayer with Holy Communion

Wednesdays at 7:00 pm
Prayer Service with Holy Communion

NALC website ~ the nalc.org
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