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February 3, 2019~ Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
Holy Communion 8:00, 9;30 and 11:00 am services
God’s love for his people is evidenced in his “knowing” us before we were born. We are only able to
love because God has first loved us. His love is the epitome of unconditional agape love which is
shown most clearly in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. Without self-giving, self-sacrificing, self
-less love, we have nothing. Love is the force that binds us together — a force that has its origin in the
Creator.

February 10, 2019 ~ Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
Service of the Word 8:00 & 9:30 am ~ Holy Communion 11:00 am
The call of God can be a mysterious thing. At times it comes in obvious, hard to miss ways
like it did for Isaiah. A winged seraph touched his lips with a burning coal and God sent him
to be a prophet for His people. Other times it takes a bit of physical evidence, such as a miraculously large catch of fish after a long night’s fruitless labor. Either way, God will get our
attention and call us to come and follow Jesus.

February 17, 2019 ~ Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany
Holy Communion 8:00, 9;30 and 11:00 am services
What does it mean to be blessed? God and the world have two different definitions. The prophet Jeremiah shares God’s Word saying, to be blessed is to trust in the Lord and to be cursed is to put our
trust in idols and material goods. Jesus taught his followers that they will be blessed when they follow
his ways; it will happen when they least expect it: when they are poor, hungry, weeping, hated, and
excluded.

February 24, 2019~ Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany
Service of the Word 8:00 & 9:30 am ~ Holy Communion 11:00 am
The psalmist reminded Israel that the Lord does not deal with us according to the sin we
commit, rather He deals with us through lovingkindness. Joseph met his jealous brothers
with forgiveness and their family was restored to its former wholeness. Likewise, Jesus
taught his followers to act with mercy and love toward all those who persecuted them; on
Calvary he put those words into action for all to see.

“Practicing hospitality in our post-Christian world means that you develop thick skin. The hospitable meet people as strangers and invite them to become neighbors, and, by God’s grace, many
will go on to become part of the family of God. This transition from stranger to neighbor to family does not happen naturally but only with intent and grit and sacrifice and God’s blessing." ~ Rosaria Champagne Butterfield. The Gospel Comes with a House Key
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From the desk of Rev. Brett I. Jenkins, STS...
A Cure for SADness
Has anyone noticed that we have had a lot rain of late? I personally feel like if I don’t keep moving I
will start to grow moss. The torrential downpour of January 5th had me personally wondering if I should
stop dry-walling my basement and start building an ark.
Maybe it has been the persistent rain combined with the always-shorter days of winter that has led
me to hear more comments this year about how people are feeling SAD. Many people suffer from
S.A.D.—seasonal affective disorder—a condition wherein the smaller amounts of sunlight to which they
are exposed leads to crankiness and even mild depression. If this condition combines with existing depression or a difficult season of life, the results can be quite debilitating.
What is the cure? To start with, if you are dealing with clinical depression, you should definitely talk
to someone who can help, and you should do it NOW; depression can become a spiral from which it
feels impossible to escape—but it isn’t; there are ways out that have been charted not only by modern
psychology, but by the deeper spiritualties of the Christian tradition. (We will be offering the Emotionally Healthy Spirituality Course starting in Lent as an entry point to the deeper, between-Sundays Christian spirituality that other Christians have enjoyed throughout history.)
If find yourself feeling just a bit down or out of sorts, I will recommend two easy courses of action.
First of all, in this season of Epiphany, where the dominant image from Scripture is God’s revealing
light, spend some time in daily prayer focusing on such passages in the Bible. As the Church proclaims
at the beginning of evening prayer, “Jesus Christ is the light of the world; the light no darkness can
overcome.” Closing our eyes in prayer to mentally bask in the light of Christ can help our entire emotional state of being.
Second, GET MOVING! Another reason we feel more depressed during the winter months is we
don’t get outside, we means we don’t’ move as much. Studies have shown that regular light exercise
like taking a walk alleviates and even cures light to moderate depression.
Even better, COMBINE THESE THINGS! Sure, you can listen to the Bible or the Holy Cross
podcast while you walk, run, or do chores around the house, but if that is not your cup of tea you can
listen to some inspirational music and move around energetically when you get up in the morning, are
cleaning the house or making dinner.
At our house, I know my daughter is up and getting ready for the school day when I hear one of the
following Christian songs kick up on the family radio (if you are reading the electronic version of this
newsletter, these song suggestions are hyperlinks to YouTube videos):
Good Morning and Overcomer by Mandisa
Grace Got You, Shake, Greater, and Happy Dance by MercyMe
Me Without You, Beyond Me, and Speak Life by TobyMac
Amen by Matthew West
The River and Witness by Jordan Feliz
Old Church Choir by Zach Williams
These songs are usually paired up with dancing around with each other and acting generally goofy. If
you have mobility issues, just listening to these songs will still lift your spirit, so give them a listen.
If you find that the gloom just won’t lift, don’t suffer in silence; make sure you see someone for help.
Faith in Christ does not mean you won’t experience the normal ups and downs of the human spirit.
“You will have trouble in this life,” Jesus averred. A talk with a pastor or Christian counselor may help
get you on the path, for Jesus also continued, “But take heart; I have overcome the world.”
MOST IMPORTANTLY OF ALL, do not neglect to receive the Word, Holy Communion, fellowship,
and Christian conversation that are only available when we gather as a church family at Holy Cross.
The truly spiritual path is not one we can walk alone. God designed it so that we have to journey with
each other—and with Him—to reach our destination.
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SICK OR HOSPITALIZED
Please keep all who are ill or hospitalized in your
prayers and remember them with your cards or
phone calls. Your caring is deeply appreciated
and can mean so very much!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
DEATHS
Thomas A. Amy, 68, December 30, 2018.
Nancy Coffey, 91, January 18, 2019.
Harold Simmonds, 90, January 27, 2019
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
Birthdays this month:
William Webb; Franklin Stein; Bryce
Bitler; Alyssa Young; Madelin Kocher;
Deborah Schoeneberger; Daniel Kryman; Hannah Kryman; Edward Olenick
Sr.; Karen Szczepanski; Debra Treon;
Erma Trach; Ingrid Yavorski; Geoffrey
Livermore; Cheryl Shafer; Marie Silfies; Jessica Millheim; Randall Altemose; Jim
Beck; Tamara Denger; Ronald Muschlitz; Harry
Davenport; Evan Short; Regina Smith; Cindy
Bonney; Margaret Grube.
Anniversaries this month:
James and Carole Craig; Nick & Stefanie
Keblish; Frank and Marilyn Dalcin; Paul
and Lynne Auger; Keith & Pamela Berlew.

The next Miller-Keystone
Blood Drive at Holy Cross
will be held Thursday,
March 14, 2019 from 3:307:30 pm in Fellowship Hall.
Our previous drives have been
very successful due to all of our generous donors. The Blood Drive is open to the public as
well, so invite your friends and family members. Anyone 16 years of age (with parental
consent) and older can donate.
See Karen Odenwelder or Colleen Greene for
more information, or if you have any questions. Watch for sign-ups coming soon!

Parents Night Out

Saturday February 16
5:00-7:30pm
Your kids will enjoy dinner and
a movie at Holy Cross
while you enjoy a night out!
Sign up in the Narthex, or see Heidi or Lily
Kunsman with any questions.
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
DAY WITH THE PHANTOMS
Sunday, March 3 ~ 3:05 pm
Lehigh Valley Phantoms vs.
Bridgeport Sound Tigers
Youth Jersey Giveaway!
(First 2,000 fans age 14 and under)
Tickets $20 each
Ticket order forms are available in the Narthex
Ticket orders and payment due February 11.
QUESTIONS? Contact Christopher Maenza
cmaenza28@gmail.com/610-655-7521

Annual Contribution Statements
for 2018 are available to pick up in
the Narthex until Sunday, February 3.
Any not picked up will be mailed the week of
February 4.
Join Pastor Brett, Michael and
the Trinity Singers in the Chapel
at Gracedale at 6:30pm on
Thursday February 21 for an
abbreviated Worship service
with Holy Communion and lots of singing
with the residents!
AND
Mark your calendar for March 9 at 2:00
pm, when we’ll do it all over again at Old
Orchard.
Please consider joining us to share God’s
word and song, and bring smiles to the faces of the residents, who so appreciate it!
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Three Special Days
Three very special days are coming up in the life
of our congregation right as March begins…
Sunday March 3rd
Longtime member and faithful servant of
this congregation, Michael Grube, will
officially be ordained a Deacon in the
North American Lutheran Church at a
special 9:30 a.m. service. The 11:00 a.m.
service will not be held that day so we may have
a celebratory luncheon afterward. Most people
never get to see an ordination, so be sure to be
there for this special day!
Later that afternoon is Holy Cross Day
at the Lehigh Valley Phantoms. The
3:05 p.m. game kicks off with a youth
jersey giveaway, making this the perfect follow-up to the morning’s festivities. Pick
up an order form in the Narthex to order your
tickets. Order forms and payment are due
Monday, February 11th.
Tuesday March 5th
Fasnacht or Paczki Day, Shrove or
Fat Tuesday, the end of Mardi
Gras…whatever you call it, Beer
House Hymns at the Scorecard in
Wind Gap is back to help you feast
before your Lenten fast begins! Come sing your
heart out while you feast on pizza, wings, or
whatever tickles your fancy!
Something extra special is happening at this
BHH. The As You Go television show is going to be broadcasting from our event. 1
Thessalonians 3:2 Ministries will tape two ½
hour episodes of their internet television show
as part of our evening. Come be a part of the
show by asking your questions about faith and
evangelism of their panel discussion.
Wednesday, March 6
Ash Wednesday kicks off our observance of Lent. The only way to truly
experience the full impact of the good
news of Jesus’ resurrection is to walk the
dark road to Calvary with Him. Begin this season of preparation right, by joining our Ash
Wednesday worship at noon or 7:00 p.m.
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50% OFF ON 2019 REGISTRATION FOR LUTHERAN
MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER
WEEKENDS!
Because we are celebrating
50 years of Worldwide Marriage Encounter, the 2019 registration fee will be
$50 instead of $100, so don't postpone your attendance any longer--take advantage of this opportunity!
Also new this year, because couples have told
us that they would prefer to know the costs and
pay ahead, prices for the lodging for 2 nights and
5 meals for each of you will be posted on the website and payable upon registering. Those fees can
be refunded up to approximately a month before
the event should conflicts arise, and financial assistance is available for those in need. Some
Weekends fill quickly, so don't delay, SIGN UP
TODAY to avoid being on a waiting list.
Your marriage relationship is one of the things in
life that provides the greatest potential for happiness. Resolve to make 2019 the year you attend
a Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekend to learn
how to maximize the joy and intimacy that God
intends for your marriage.
The 2019 Weekends are:
April 5-7, 2019 at the lovely, warm and inviting
Country Inn and Suites just off of Highway 99 in a
very quiet area of State College, PA
April 26-28, 2019 at Heritage Hotel Lancaster, a
newly-renovated hotel, home of the unique, treehouse-inspired restaurant, "Loxley's" in Lancaster,
PA
October 11-13, 2019 at the spacious, modern decor rooms at the Hyatt Place Pittsburgh/Cranberry
in Cranberry Township, PA
November 1-3, 2019 at the award-winning Hampton Inn Berkshires beautifully situated on the edge
of a nature preserve in Lenox, MA
See the website: wwwGodLovesMarriage.org for
the pricing for each Weekend, and sign up today
using your credit card or by marking the option to
mail a check.
For questions, or if you would like a brochure
mailed to you, please contact Northeast US Directors of Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Fred & Julie
Schamber, at 724-325-3166 or fjschamber@comcast.net.

Annual Congregational Meeting
At the January 27, 2019 Annual Congregational Meeting, Nicole Kufrovich, Cooper Marotta, Steve Treon and Jesse Way were voted in as Council members for a term of three
years. We thank Nicole, Cooper, Steve and
Jesse for accepting this opportunity to serve
the congregation and we ask that you support
them and the rest of the 2019 Council members. Find their contact information on the last
page of this newsletter.
We also want to thank outgoing Church
Council members Dave Heinly, Mike McMullen, Barb Struss, and Matt Werkheiser for
their service on Council and their continued
support of Holy Cross.
Also, the ministry spending proposal that is
used as a guide for our income and expenses
for 2019 was approved by the congregation at
the meeting.

Lehigh Valley Iron Pigs vs.
Scranton Wilkes Barre RailRiders
Friday, June 28 ~ 7:05 pm
at Coca Cola Park
in the Berks Food Picnic Patio
$28.00 per person
(children under 2 are free)

Includes:
~ Game ticket
~ 2-1/2 hour all-you-can-eat buffet
~ Unlimited Soft Drinks through the
middle of the 8th inning.
~ “Pig in a Poke” Raffle Card for
each Group Member.
~ Opportunity for one Group Member to
throw out a Ceremonial First Pitch!
~ Fireworks after the game!
Sign up in the Narthex to reserve your tickets!
(only 35 tickets available!)
Payment can be placed in a Designated Gift Envelope
marked “Iron Pigs tickets”

Sunday Fellowship has been very successful and will continue after the 8:00
and 9:30 am services on the 1st and 3rd
Sundays of the Month. Fellowship Host
for February is Church Council.
Join us, to enjoy treats that can help that morning
emptiness in your stomach, and to can catch up
with fellow worshipers.
We continue using email addresses, our church
website and Facebook as communication tools
as much as possible. Please make sure we
have your updated email address and get
yourself in the habit of utilizing these technology
sources, or get assistance from a family member or friend.

Join us in Fellowship Hall for
BIBLE STUDY
every Tuesday at 11:00 a.m.,

PLEASE use your personal giving
envelopes that are mailed directly
to your address; and if you use a
Designated Gift envelope, please
include your assigned envelope
number. The church records can
only show your contributions if recorded with your
assigned envelope number.

PLEASE CONSIDER

sponsoring weekly flowers
and/or bulletins by signing up
in the sponsorship binders
located in the Narthex. Cost is $20 per sponsorship. It is suggested you fill out a Designated
Gift envelope when signing up for a sponsorship
as a reminder for payment.
Thank you!

See Dave Breinig with questions.
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Confirmation Class News

Classes continue the 2nd and
4th Sunday of every Month at
5:00 p.m.for grades 7 & 8.
Class will meet February 10 & 24.

Youth Group continues to meet
the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the
Month at 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship
Hall. All youth grades 9-12 are
welcome to attend. Watch for
upcoming youth events.
Please note….There will be NO Youth
Group Meeting on February 3

PEOPLE WHO LOVE JESUS Needed
PEOPLE WHO LOVE JESUS
are needed to help share the good
news about Him with the children of our community. If you
would be willing to be part of a
team to help organize our summer 2019 Vacation Bible School program to
do just this, please contact Lisa Jenkins as
soon as possible.

Holy Cross Daycare &
Nursery School News
For more information call 610-759-8761 or
visit our website at
www.holycrossdaycare.com.
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Cancellation of
Services/Events Due to
Inclement Weather

When the Nazareth school district is
cancelled or dismisses early, evening
events at the church are cancelled.
The decision to cancel other services
and events will be made as soon as
possible. We encourage you to use the
following sources, in this order, as they
would be the most efficient ways for
you to be alerted:
1st—The Internet: our church website
(www.holycrossnazareth.org),
Facebook (we encourage you to
contact someone who has these
accesses if you do not), and the
WFMZ website
3rd—WFMZ and WAEB radio stations,
and channel 69
4th—Our church answering machine.
First and foremost, do not venture
out in any weather conditions when
you do not feel safe.

Evening Service
with Holy Communion
every Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.
Join us for a mid-week spiritual

The following items are posted in the Narthex:
 January 2019 Church Council Minutes
 December 2018 Treasurer’s Report
 February 2019 Giving Service to the Lord
Schedule
 February 2019 Church Calendar

Meeting HIGHLIGHTS for
January 9, 2019
COMPLETE Church Council Minutes are posted on
the board in the Narthex. Attachments are filed in
the church office with the originals.
**The meeting minutes summarized here are pending Council approval at next month’s meeting.**

Present: Sarah Raley, Diane Dickison, Paul
Grube, Pat Miller, Cindy Denker, Stephen Rissmiller, Barb Struss, Mike McMullen.
Absent: Jackie Fernsler, Dave Heinly, Matt Werkheiser, Tonya Trach.
Guests: Pastor Jenkins, Lynne Auger, Karen
Odenwelder, Steven Treon, Bob Heimbacher.
Treasurer’s report:
Accepted and approved.
Check error amount noted.
Pastor’s Report : Accepted and approved. Youth
group attendance has been sporadic. Pastor recommends an intergenerational mission trip this
year instead of a purely youth trip. Next Beer
House Hymns will be held on March 5. We will be
partnering with Stan Huberfeld’s ministry who will
be broadcasting their internet “television” show live
from the event. A special thank you to Sarah for
capturing a beautiful moment at our Christmas Eve
service, which will be featured in next year’s internet advertising. We received feedback from the
congregation that people would like to see the
hymn lyrics projected regularly at services. A reliable team needs to be developed to make this
ministry a reality. Council will talk to the congregation to ask for volunteers. Michael Grube will be
ordained as a Deacon on March 3, with refreshments/dinner afterwards. There will be no 11:00
service that day.
Correspondence: Thank you card for the Christmas gifts was received from Pauline and Allen
Winter.
Committee Reports:
Altar Guild: Discussed enhancing the 4:30 Christmas Eve service next year.
Constitution Committee: Will meet prior to Council’s next meeting in February.
Daycare: Received and approved a proposal to re
-hinge the back door. Discussed a payment plan
for this repair, which was approved by Council.

Making Mission Happen: Hoagies delivered January 15. No requests for assistance at this time.
Mutual Ministry: Wednesday January 17 we will
be discussing employee reviews for the year.
Property: We are in need of a new liaison to organize people for Property Committee. This person does not need to do the repairs, just keep
track of people on the committee that can do the
repairs and handle certain job duties. Bob Heimbecker attended as a visitor and discussed the
proposal for a new security system..
Emergency Planning: Committee was given the
green light to continue with planning as previously
discussed. A calendar will be prepared to complete all the steps. Goals are recruiting people for
wardens and searchers, and training, including
Fire Extinguisher training tentatively scheduled for
March 2019, evacuation drills, and business continuity plan.
Youth Group: See Pastor’s report.
Other Business: Mike McMullen, Barb Struss and
Dave Heinly are no longer active Council members.
New Council members interested are
Cooper Marotta, Karen Odenwelder, Steve Treon,
Nicole Kufrovich. Electronic giving to be re-visited.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:06 p.m.
The next regular meeting is scheduled
7:00 p.m. February 13, 2019.

DON’T FORGET Church Council will host
Meet & Greet sessions after both services
on Sunday, February 10,
for any questions or concerns.
TREASURER’S REPORT
DECEMBER 2018
FULL Reports are posted
on the board in the Narthex.
Originals are filed in the Church Office.
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Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church (LCMC/NALC)
MISSION STATEMENT
The Mission of Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church (LCMC) is to respond to the
Love of God shown most fully to us in the great gift of his Son Jesus Christ.
We engage in five ministry areas – WORSHIP, WITNESS, LEARNING, SERVICE,
and SUPPORT – to boldly confess Christ as our Lord and Savior.

Our Staff
Pastor: Rev. Brett Jenkins, STS
Office Hours ~ Tuesdays 10-1; or by appointment
Worship Leader: Michael Grube
Director of Worship Arts:
Bethany Randall
Traditional Music Worship Leader:
Ben Watson
Email ~ DirMusicMinistry@verizon.net
Church Secretary: Kris Sterner
Email ~ holycrossnazareth@verizon.net
Office Hours: M/T/F ~ 9 a.m.-1 p.m; Th ~ 1-6 p.m.
OFFICE IS CLOSED ON WEDNESDAYS
Sexton: Kerry Livermore
Day Care Director: Cristiana Chiarappa
Phone ~ 610-759-8761
Email ~ holycrossdaycare1@gmail.com
Website ~ holycrossdaycare.com

2019 Church Council
Cindy Denker
Diane Dickison
Jackie Fernsler
Paul Grube
Nicole Kufrovich
Cooper Marotta
Pat Miller
Sarah Raley
Stephen Rissmiller
Tonya Trach
Steve Treon
Jesse Way

610-597-1436
570-977-3638
610-248-6083
610-570-2474
610-657-3848
484-538-6716
610-759-1435
570-369-0238
610-428-4592
484-281-3312
610-814-5826
484-330-1263

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Congregational
Officers—2018

Our Church

President ~ Michael McMullen
Vice President ~ Sarah Raley
Jackie Fernsler ~ Secretary
Treasurer ~ Lynne Auger
Financial Secretary ~ Keith Miller

Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church
696 Johnson Road
Nazareth, PA 18064-8828

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Phone ~ 610-759-7363
Fax ~ 610-759-3431
Email ~ holycrossnazareth@verizon.net
Website ~ holycrossnazareth.org
LCMC website ~ www.lcmc.com
NALC website ~ the nalc.org

Sunday:
8:00 am ~ Traditional Liturgy
(Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sunday)
9:30 am ~ Informal Worship
(Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sunday)
11:00 am ~ Contemporary Worship
with Holy Communion
Wednesday Evenings at 7:00 pm
with Holy Communion

