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April Worship Highlights 

April 7, 2019 ~ Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Holy Communion 8:00, 9:30 and 11:15 am 

Faith is something that is very fragile and can be easily broken. But faith is complete 

trust in God, the one who made a way for Israel when there was no way. This same 

God will make a way for you and me. There will be trials in life, of this we can count 

on. But we depend more so on the faithfulness of God who sent his only Son to save 

us from sin and death. God understands our frailty, but he never leaves us.  

April 14, 2019 ~ Palm Sunday 

Service of the Word 8:00 & 9:30 am ~ Holy Communion 11:15 am 
The Gospel for today starts off with the evil plot to kill Jesus which was conceived by the 
religious leaders and Satan working through Jesus’ disciple, Judas. Before that will come to 
pass, Jesus spends precious time with his followers giving them instructions for the days to 
come, as well as preparing them for the future of the movement. This will be the last time 
Jesus will eat of this meal until all is fulfilled.  

April 21, 2019 ~ Resurrection of Our Lord 
Celebration Worship with Holy Communion 6:30, 8:00, 9:30 and 11:15 am  

Those who went to the tomb on that first Easter morning were met by angels who pro-

claimed that Jesus was alive. At first the scene was one of surprise and panic, as Je-

sus’ friends were shocked that his body was missing. The angel’s helped the disciples 

to think back on all that Jesus told them while he was with them: that he would be cru-

cified and be raised to new life on the third day. This was that day! 

April 28, 2019 ~ Second Sunday of Easter 

Service of the Word 8:00 & 9:30 am ~ Holy Communion 11:15 am 
“As the Father has sent me, so I send you,” were the words of the risen Lord to his disciples. Their task 
was to preach the good news of new life in Christ, forgive the sins of the repentant, and carry on Jesus’ 
ministry. With the power of the Holy Spirit given to them, they would carry on where Jesus left off, going 
into the world with the good news. Just as Jesus sent the eleven, so he sends all the baptized.  

 

April 18 ~ Maundy Thursday 
12:00 pm Service of Holy Communion 

6:00 pm Seder meal (sign up in Narthex) 
7:15 pm Service of Holy Communion 

 

April 19 ~ Good Friday 
12:00 pm Remembrance of Our Lord’s Suffering 

 7:00 pm Service of Darkness (Tenebrae) 



 

 

3 

Nothing Corny About Jesus 
 

A popular theory we will hear from our unbelieving neighbors in this Easter season is that Je-
sus’ resurrection is just like other ancient myths about dying and rising corn gods; it is a reflec-
tion in a dramatic story of the rhythm of the seasons and only superstitious dunderheads believe 
it literally happened. 

But this is ridiculous; Jesus dying and rising from the dead is nothing like such myths, for 
those stories always happened “a long time ago, in a galaxy far, far away,” even when they were 
being told by our ancient ancestors.  Jesus dying and rising from the dead is like you having din-
ner with your best friend on Thursday night, them being killed tragically in front of you on Fri-
day, and then you sitting down to dinner with them again on Sunday. 

It is earth-shattering… and it is a shock. 
It is hard for us to imagine, who have grown up in the Church or at least in a culture highly 

influenced by the Church, how astonishing the news of Jesus’ resurrection was to His followers 
all those years ago. 

A Messiah come back to life after He had been publicly executed was the last thing they ex-
pected.  In fact, that Jesus got killed was enough to disqualify Him from being the Messiah in 
the first place.  Most Jews believed the Messiah (when he came) would be a conquering military 
hero who would re-establish the kingship of David’s descendants and Israel as a superpower of 
the ancient world.  Defeat was not an option because defeat would prove that someone was not, 
in fact, God’s chosen, anointed One—which is what the word “Messiah” means.  And as to cru-
cifixion as the means of Jesus’ death, Deuteronomy 21:23 states that “anyone who is hung on a 
tree is under God’s curse,” so that would have definitely disqualified Jesus as Messiah… St. 
Paul picks this up, which is why he quotes the Deuteronomy passage in Galatians 3:13. 

William Lane Craig, one of our generation’s greatest explainers of the Christian faith to non-
Christians (what the Church calls apologists), says this: 

“Without belief in the resurrection, the Christian faith could not have come into 
being.  The disciples would have remained crushed and defeated men.  Even had 
they continued to remember Jesus as their beloved teacher, his crucifixion would 
have forever silenced any hopes of his being the Messiah.” 

Although many Jews believed in the resurrection of all the dead at the end of time, no Jewish 
interpreter of the Torah ever predicted the resurrection of only one person, God’s chosen Messi-
ah in the middle of time.   

Yet, that is exactly what happened, and it took the disciples by surprise as much as it did any-
one else.  When we see the shock that greets the risen Jesus’ appearance on that first Easter Sun-
day by those who meet Him, they seem to fear that He is some ghost, some stranger, or even 
perhaps a figment of their wishful imaginations.  We can just begin to get a sense of how mind-
blowing the whole thing was for them. 

It remade their entire view of reality… and it should remake ours.  There is nothing “corny” 
about the resurrection of Jesus.  It is “the most astonishing fact of history,” and it is the firm 
foundation for our trust in Him for salvation.  Thanks be to God! 

From the desk of Rev. Brett I. Jenkins, STS... 



 

 

SICK OR HOSPITALIZED 
 

Please keep all who are ill or hospitalized in your 
prayers and remember them with your cards or 
phone calls.  Your caring is deeply appreciated 
and can mean so very much! 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Birthdays this month:  
William Romanishan Jr.; Payton 
Keblish; Gerald Knauss. Sr.; Owen 
Roth; Kimberly Kryman; Carolyn 
Metzgar; Kristi Yotter; Deborah Durnin; 
Caleb Prosoco; Evan Werkheiser; 
Dahlia Grube; Ryan Hudock; Keith 

Greene; James Craig; Cindy Denker; Diana Die-
fenderfer; Lily Kunsman; Pauline Winter; Timothy 
Bryan; Lori Ravitsky; Joanne Mann; Christopher 
Petersen;  Bode Schoeneberger; Jane Altemose; 
Colleen Greene; Dianne Halteman; John Abbott; 
Alicia Minnich; Raymond Piatt. 
 
 

Anniversaries this month: 
Raymond and Lisa Piatt; Dale and Sandra 
Trach; Franklin and Monica Stein;  Ronald 
and Diane Short; Garry and Cheryl Shaf-
er;  Shawn and Jackie Fernsler. 
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Still a few seats available! 
Iron Pigs Baseball 

Friday, June 28Friday, June 28 
   Scranton Wilkes-Barre Railriders 

     7:05 p.m. start time 
at Coca Cola Park 

in the Berks Food Picnic Patio 
$28.00 per person  

(includes ticket & buffet) 
 

Sign up in the Narthex  

FAMILY NEWS 

CARD LIST ~ Anyone can send 
cards to church members for various 
occasions throughout the year.  A 
current list of those who would ap-
preciate receiving a card, is available in the 
Literature rack located in the Narthex, or 
contact the Church office. 

 
 
 
 

 
Saturday, April 20 ~ 11:00 a.m. 

For all ages!!! 
Community Event- bring your neighbors! 

 

The Easter holiday is fast approaching. We 
will be filling eggs on Palm Sunday following 
church at 9:30 in Fellowship Hall. Last year 
with your help, we were finished with eggs in 
20-30 minutes. Your help would be greatly 
appreciated. 
  
We are requesting your help on the day of 
the Egg Hunt. We ask that you arrive at the 
church at 8:45am. You will be hiding eggs, di-
recting the children where to go, directing 
kids to the prize tables and clean up. The 
more help we have, the smoother the event 
runs. The Egg hunt is at 11:00 and lasts about 
one hour. This is a great outreach program to 
introduce the community to Holy Cross.  

If you are able to help, 
 please sign up in the Narthex. 

 

Thank you in advance for your help! 
Stephen Rissmiller, Tonya Trach and family 

Egg Hunt Committee 
 

Donations of small candy to fill the  
Easter eggs are needed.  

 Please place donations in the  
box in the Narthex.  

THANK YOU! 

Holy Cross Camping Ministry  
Hickory Run Campground 

285 Greenville Road,  
Denver, PA 17517 

Friday June 21-Sunday June 23 
12 campsites have been reserved  

for Holy Cross families. 
 

Visit the Narthex for more information 
& pricing, and to sign up. 

 

Join us for a weekend of  
FUN, FAMILY and FELLOWSHIP! 
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If you ordered Easter Flowers to adorn 
the Altar on Easter Sunday, they can 
be taken with you after any of the 
Easter services. The flowers will be 
labeled with your name. 

CHURCH NEWS 
You are invited to the Social Ministry 
planning and craft meeting on 
Wednesday April 3 at 9:30 am.  We 
will be planning for the next few months’ 
treats and crafts, and stringing beads for 

bracelets and necklaces for our NE2 residents.  
Our next Gracedale visit is on Thursday April 
11 at 10:45-all are welcome to join us! 
 

Our sick and shut-in members are always 
remembered with flowers and treat bags 
for Easter.  This will be accomplished 
with your help on Saturday April 13 at 
9:30 am.  If you are a baker, we would appreci-
ate donations of cookies, and if you don’t bake, 
individually wrapped candies will also be accept-
ed).   A sign-up sheet is in the Narthex.   
Donations should be brought to the church 
kitchen by 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, April 13.     
 

Beginning April 14,  Friends and family may pick 
up the Easter goodies and flowers  to deliver to 
sick and shut-in friends and/or family members. 
 

Don’t forget, you still have time to sponsor a 
flower for a sick and shut-in member.  Please 
complete a pink order form, available in the Nar-
thex, and return it with payment to the Church 
Office by April 7. 

 

Thank you to all who support  
Social Ministry! 

 

The bus trip to Harrisburg to recognize Social  
Ministry for the award we received last year, will 
be Monday April 29.   If you are a member or 
have helped provide crafts or baked goods to 
Gracedale, please plan on joining us.  
A copy of the day’s itinerary and sign 
up sheet are in the Narthex. 

Lenten Giving Envelopes are available 
in the Narthex.  All monies collected dur-
ing the Lenten season will be donated to 
the Bath Area Food Bank.  Please place 
your  Lenten Giving  donation in the 
offering plate any time during Lent.  Your  giving 
to those in need is deeply  appreciated! 

Palm Frond Sponsors needed. 
Please consider honoring a loved one 
by sponsoring Palm Fronds, which will be dis-
tributed on Palm Sunday April 14.  Sign up 
sheet is located in the Narthex.  Thank you! 

Christian Passover Meal (Seder) 

Have you ever wondered why Jews 
practice Passover, but Christians do 

not?  Or why Christians practice Holy Commun-
ion, but Jews do not?   

“On the night in which He was betrayed…”  
We hear those words many Sundays of the year 
but don’t often think about what Jesus was doing 
on that night.  What was He doing?  He was cele-
brating the Passover with His disciples.  So why 
don’t we still celebrate it? 

On Maundy Thursday, make your Easter 
celebration so much more meaningful by join-
ing us at Holy Cross at 6:00pm for a Christian 
Seder or Passover meal.  We will celebrate the 
meal in the social hall, then process into the sanc-
tuary to celebrate Holy Communion and strip the 
altar as we join Jesus on His way to the cross for 
our salvation. 

Please sign up for the meal if you plan to 
participate; with the food preparation required, to 
be fair to those who sign up, we simply cannot 
include people who simply show up on the night 
of the event.   

If you only wish to participate in the sanctuary 
service, you may come to the sanctuary at 
7:15pm, where you will be joined by those partici-
pating in the meal.  Table mothers to help serve 
the meal are desperately needed, so if you can 
help with this ministry, please contact Lisa 
Jenkins or note it on the sign-up sheet. 

Come be enriched in your understanding of 
your faith this Holy Season! 

Thank you to all who donated 
blood during our Miller-Keystone 
blood drive. We had 19 donors!  
Please feel free to donate any time 
at any of the Miller-Keystone sites in 

Allentown, Bethlehem or Easton and use the 
code #4432 and it will be credited to Holy 
Cross. If you’d like a reminder, please to pick up 
a card in the Narthex with the sponsor code. 



 

 

 

Confirmation Class News 

Confirmation classes continue 
 April 14 and 28 at 5:00pm. 

for grades 7 & 8. 
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April Fellowship Hosts ~  
Prayer Shawl 

April 7 and April 21. 
All are welcome to join us after Sunday ser-
vices to catch up with old and new friends, and 
enjoy some goodies and drinks provided by our 
Fellowship Hosts. 

 
 
 
Holy Cross Daycare &  

Nursery School  
 

For information call 610-759-8761  
or visit our website at  

www.holycrossdaycare.com.   

 

 
 
 
The following items are posted in the Narthex: 
 

 February 2019 Treasurer’s Report 

 March 2019 Church Council Minutes 

 April 2019 Giving Service to the Lord 
      Schedule 
 April 2019 Church Calendar 
 

CHURCH/CHRISTIAN  ED  NEWS 

Please  remember to make sure  ALL 
doors are locked and turn off ALL 
lights when you are the last one in the 
Church building.  Thank you! 

Would you like to place an article in the 
monthly newsletter?  Highlight your ministry?  

Post a Thank You?  Make an announcement? 
 

Deadline for the May Newsletter is  
Monday April 15. 

EARLY SUBMISSIONS ARE APPRECIATED! 
 

You may email your submissions to 
Secretary@holycrossnazareth.org 

 
 
 
 
 
Children’s Activity Bags are available in 
the Narthex for use during Sunday ser-
vices.  Please return the bags to the 
Narthex after services.  

PEOPLE WHO LOVE JESUS 
are needed to help share the good 
news about Him with the children 
of our community.  If you would 
be willing to be part of a team to 

help organize our summer 2019 Vacation Bible 
School program to do just this, please contact 
Lisa Jenkins as soon as possible. 

Youth Group continues to meet 
the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
Month at 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship 
Hall.  All youth grades 9-12 are 
welcome to attend.  Watch for 

upcoming youth events.  Next meeting April 7. 
 
 Please note….There will be NO Youth 

Group Meeting on April 21. 



 

 

Meeting HIGHLIGHTS for  
March 13, 2019 

 

COMPLETE Church Council Minutes are posted on 
the board in the Narthex. Attachments are filed in 

the church office with the originals. 
 

**The  meeting minutes summarized here are pend-
ing Council approval at next month’s meeting.** 

 

Nine council members were present, with Diane Dick-
ison, Nicole Kufrovich and Pat Miller absent;  Guests: 
Pastor Brett Jenkins, Bryce Bitler, Lyla Arfanella, Sam 
Vituszynski. 

 

The Secretary’s & Treasurer’s reports were accepted 
and approved.   Lynne Auger was not present to go 
over report. 
Pastor’s Report  was accepted and approved.  The 
later service will be moved to 11:15 am beginning in 
April.  Deacon Michael has been asked to serve on a 
team for the NALC to develop standards for licensing 
lay ministers.  Pastor had HCEL licensed for use of the 
full Google suite for nonprofits.  This will make it easier 
for people to handle their emails, etc.  Two confirm-
ands are looking for confirmation projects.  A request 
was made from Abundant Life was that we include the 
name Abundant Life somewhere in the life of Holy 
Cross since they gave a substantial amount of money 
expressly toward discipleship ministries.  Jesse Way 
suggested Abundant Life Discipleship Ministries-the 
majority of Council voted for that name.  The NALC 
Pastor’s Conference exceeded expectations.  Pastor 
suggested we begin planning to send a contingent 
from HCEL next year.  Social Ministry will be honored 
at the Capital on April 29.  
 

Secretary Notes  -  Nazareth Soccer Club requests 
use of the fields for the Spring season.  Pastor will 
draft a letter with our concerns. 
 

Review of Correspondence:  AMD will become the At-
lantic Mission Region with one Dean and a group of 
Assistant Deans presiding over the region.  Bobby 
Drosnock will begin advertising to the congregation for 
the sale of paver/bricks for the walkway to the fire pit 
for his Eagle Scout project. 
 

Committee Reports:  
Altar Guild  -  Verbal report by Sarah.  Colleen ordered 
the pottery set. 
Cemetery  - No report per Tonya. 
Constitution Committee:  Met in January but will defer 
their report until the April meeting. 
Daycare  -   Back door was fixed. 
Emergency Planning  -  A few new members attended 
the March 3 meeting.  Council should plan to get in-
volved and recruit more people.  Meeting planned for 
7:00 pm March 29.  Fire Extinguisher training at the 
Monroe County Facility with be Saturday June 1. Help 
needed from Council to complete the Business Conti-

nuity Plan. 
Financial: Written report provided (See complete 
Council Minutes). Committee meetings will be held the 
last Wednesday of the month at 5:30 pm. 
Making Missions Happen:  Pizza money will  be de-
posited into the account. 
Mutual Ministry:  Annual review needed for Kerry Liver-
more. 
Property:  Written report provided by Cooper (see 
complete Council Minutes). 
Social Ministry :   See Pastor’s report. 
Spiritual Care Team :  Written report provided.  Shut-in 
visits continuing.  Michelle Verdi and Alice Prall volun-
teered to become part of the visitation team.   
Spiritual Growth: Renovations are under way in the 
Prayer room; it is planned to be ready Palm Sunday. 
Sunday School:  Cindy Denker provided a verbal re-
port.  Cleaning issues discussed.  No Sunday school 
on Easter Sunday. 
Youth Group:  Very slow getting youth involved. 
 
 
 

Old Business:  Newspaper Easter ad costs were re-
viewed for the Home New and Focus, and approved 
by Council.  Council approved the idea of asking Con-
firmation students to assist with the Egg Hunt. 
 
New Business:  None. 
 
Other Business: None.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:44 p.m. The next 
meeting is scheduled for 7:00 p.m. April 10, 2019 

 

DON’T FORGET Church Council will host a meet 
and greet  session on Sunday, April 7 for any 

questions or concerns. 

 

 

FULL Reports are posted  
on the board in the Narthex. 

Originals are filed in the Church Office. 
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CHURCH COUNCIL 



 

 

Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church (LCMC/NALC) 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The Mission of Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church (LCMC) is to respond to the 

Love of God shown most fully to us in the great gift of his Son Jesus Christ. 
We engage in five ministry areas – WORSHIP, WITNESS, LEARNING, SERVICE,  

and SUPPORT – to boldly confess Christ as our Lord and Savior. 

Our Staff 
 

Pastor: Rev. Brett Jenkins, STS 
Pastor@holycrossnazareth.org 

 

Office Hours ~ Tuesday 10-1; or by appointment 
 

Deacon Michael Grube 
 

Director of Worship Arts:   Bethany Randall 
WorshipDirector@holycrossnazareth.org 

 
Traditional Music Worship Leader: Ben Watson 

 

Church Secretary:  Kris Sterner 
Secretary@holycrossnazareth.org 

Office Hours: M/T/F ~ 9 a.m.-1 p.m; Th ~ 1-6 p.m. 
OFFICE IS CLOSED ON WEDNESDAYS 

 

Sexton: Kerry Livermore 
Sexton@holycrossnazareth.org 

 

Day Care Director:  Cristiana Chiarappa 
holycrossdaycare1@gmail.com 

Phone ~ 610-759-8761 
Website ~ holycrossdaycare.com 

 

 
Our Church 

 

Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church 
696 Johnson Road 

Nazareth, PA   18064-8828 
 

Phone ~  610-759-7363 
Fax ~ 610-759-3431 

Website ~ holycrossnazareth.org 
LCMC website ~ www.lcmc.com 

NALC website ~ the nalc.org 

  

2019 Church Council 
 

 Cindy Denker 610-597-1436 
 Diane Dickison 570-977-3638 
 Jackie Fernsler 610-248-6083 
 Paul Grube, Jr. 610-570-2474 
 Nicole Kufrovich 610-657-3848  
 Cooper Marotta 484-538-6716  
 Pat Miller  610-759-1435 
 Sarah Raley  570-369-0238 
 Stephen Rissmiller 610-428-4592 
 Tonya Trach  484-281-3312 
 Steve Treon  610-814-5826  
 Jesse Way  484-330-1263   

  

      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Congregational 
Officers—2019 

  

President ~ Paul Grube, Jr. 
CouncilPresident@holycrossnazareth.org 

 

Vice President ~ Sarah Raley 
 

Secretary ~ Tonya Trach 
 

Treasurer ~ Lynne Auger 
Treasurer@holycrossnazareth.org 

 

Financial Secretary ~ Keith Miller 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sunday: 

8:00 am ~ Traditional Liturgy 
(Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sunday) 

9:30 am ~ Informal Worship 
(Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sunday) 

11:00 am ~ Contemporary Worship  

with Holy Communion 
 

Wednesday Evenings at 7:00 pm  
with Holy Communion 


